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FOREWORD

With remarkable contributions in the policy discourse and 
international climate negotiations, CRF marked November month 

on a highly productive and impactful note.

A key milestone in this journey was the successful organisation of a 
high-impact session on Transnational Connectivity, co-hosted with the 
Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways during the India Maritime 
Week in Mumbai. With distinguished speakers, including Shri Shantanu 
Thakur, Union Minister of State (Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways); Mr. Edorado Rixi, Deputy Minister of Infrastructure and 
Transport, Italy; Mr. Shyam Jagannathan, Director General of Shipping 
and others, highlighted the strategic dialogue to further strengthen 
India’s domestic maritime sector while integrating with global and 
regional shipping corridors.

CRF’s participation in COP30 represented another area of extensive 
engagement. During pre-COP and COP negotiations, CRF researchers 
published 10 knowledge products and convened a pre-COP dialogue 
involving various stakeholders from policy background, industry, 
academia, and private sector in New Delhi, India. Building on these 
insights, CRF is also organising a post-COP dialogue to comprehend the 
gaps, opportunities, and challenges it holds for India and its engagement 
with the world.

In all, the year 2025 stood out as a defining year for CRF, dedicated 
to rigorous evidence-based research and impactful policy engagement. 
Team CRF disseminated over 400 research pieces in the form of opinions, 
issue briefs, policy papers, and research papers and organised over 30 
high-impact dialogues and workshops during the year.

With our mission to deliver impactful policy research and actionable 
policy recommendations, we look forward to another fruitful year ahead.

We wish a happy new year to you and your loved ones. 

Warm regards, 
Shishir Priyadarshi 
President,  Chintan Research Foundation
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“For India, these 
corridors (IMEC and 
EMC) are not only 
vital for regional 
cooperation but 
also for achieving 
the Vision 2047 goal 
of India becoming 
a developed and 
globally connected 
nation.”

TRANSNATIONAL CONNECTIVITY
SHAPING THE FUTURE STRATEGIC TIES

HIGHLIGHT

Amid the prevailing global scenario of geopolitical uncertainty, 
connectivity is emerging as the new buzzword and international 

corridors can unlock untapped economic potential by linking countries 
and regions through trade and infrastructure.

As part of this growing significance of transnational connectivity, Chintan 
Research Foundation (CRF) organised an event on ‘Transnational 
Connectivity: Shaping the Future Strategic Ties’ with the Ministry of 
Ports, Shipping, and Waterways (MoPSW) as part of the India Maritime 
Week in Mumbai, India. 

Shri Shantanu Thakur, Minister of State, MoPSW and Mr. Edorado 
Rixi, Deputy Minister of Infrastructure and Transport of Italy were the 
key speakers at the event. Across the two panel discussions, eminent 
experts across government, maritime, and policy domains shared their 
views. Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi, President, CRF delivered the opening 
remarks and highlighted that corridors reflect global perspectives, 
not only national ones, while prioritising practical outcomes such as 
partnerships, investment opportunities, and regulatory cooperation.

Shri Shantanu Thakur in his special address highlighted the growing 
importance of transnational connectivity initiatives such as IMEC (India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor) and EMC (Eastern Maritime 
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Corridor) as these corridors strengthen India’s engagement, economic integration, and support shared 
prosperity. He said, “For India, these corridors are not only vital for regional cooperation but also for achieving 
the Vision 2047 goal of India becoming a developed and globally connected nation.” Both land and maritime 
corridors will play a pivotal role in ensuring that India remains a diversified, reliable, and strategic partner in 
global supply chains.

Mr. Edorado Rixi thanked Prime Minister Modi and mentioned it as a timely and essential platform for 
advancing dialogue on transnational connectivity and maritime cooperation. He emphasized the need for 
a shared global vision, adoption of modern technology, and stronger international cooperation through 
initiatives like the IMEC to enhance fair and efficient global connectivity.

The trade corridors must be viewed through the lens of expanding and strengthening interconnected 
networks. Mr. Pranav Choudhary, CEO of Adani Ports and APSEZ mentioned India’s growth and contribution 
in the transnational connectivity on the global stage. He said, “Growth cannot be isolated; it must be shared.” 
The future of global connectivity lies in multimodal transport systems that integrate land, sea, and digital 
infrastructure. With alternative trade corridors, it benefits individual countries differently. For India, it offers 
an alternative trade route to the West; for Gulf nations such as the UAE and Saudi Arabia, it supports their 
diversification goals; and for Europe and the United States, it provides an alternative trade and energy route.

The event witnessed active participation from a diverse range of stakeholders representing the maritime 
industry, policy think tanks, government bodies, academia, and international partners. Distinguished speakers 
and panellists shared valuable insights on the evolving dynamics of global connectivity and the critical role 
of maritime corridors in shaping future strategic ties. Other key representatives from the maritime industry 
attending the event included Vice Admiral (Retd.) Biswajit Dasgupta, Mr. Deepak Shetty, Mr. Sanjay Swarup, 
Mr. Sunil Vaswani, Mr. Shyam Jagannathan, Mr. S. Ramakrishnan, Mr. Anil Devli and international speakers 
included Amb. Lazar Comanescu, Mr. Algis Latakas, and Mr. Romesh David.

For achieving the full objective of the transnational projects like IMEC and EMC, the speakers prioritised three 
critical pillars – transport connectivity, energy infrastructure, and digital infrastructure, which together form 
the foundation for integration between countries. The speakers emphasised building a strong national fleet to 
leverage the transnational corridors like IMEC and EMC. The Indian flagged vessels help to not just support 
these initiatives but also to meet India’s own domestic and international cargo requirements. It is essential for 
India to promote national flag vessels, attract investments and encourage shipbuilding and fleet diversification 
across different sizes and capacities to boost sea connectivity and cargo management efficiency.



5Issue 5 | December 2025

www.crfindia.org Follow us on: 

Read More

PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR CLIMATE CHANGE & ENERGY TRANSITION

COP30 marks 30 years of climate governance, transitioning from the Kyoto 
Protocol to the Paris Agreement as the central framework for global action. 
This analytical research article, drawing on CRF’s Pre-COP Dialogue in New 
Delhi, examines Paris Agreement implementation from a developing-country 
perspective. It highlights the need to operationalise finance and adaptation 
mechanisms, strengthen inclusive multilateralism, and address Global South 
priorities. Finally, it argues that Belém is a pivotal test of whether global 
governance can shift from promises to performance.

Bridging Ambition and Implementation: Reassessing 
the Paris Agreement

By Dr. Pooja Sehbag

The paper analyses the Loss and Damage Fund as the third pillar of climate 
finance, contextualising its emergence through global emission inequalities 
and a detailed literature review. Stakeholder interviews highlight obstacles 
including valuation of reparations, lack of stable funding, insufficient finance, 
and political and governance constraints. Synthesising these insights, the 
study proposes a framework for operationalising the Fund, outlining criteria 
for contributor and recipient countries and advancing climate-justice-oriented 
pathways to embed reparative mechanisms within global climate governance.

The Loss and Damage Fund: From Negotiation to  
Operationalisation in the Pursuit of Climate Reparations

By Pritish Kumar Acharya and Dr. Debajit Palit

This opinion column argues that while the Paris Agreement remains 
imperative multilateral climate-governance framework, its implementation 
is faltering. It highlights limited follow-through on national commitments, 
inadequate transparency around climate finance, and systemic under-delivery 
of adaptation and support flows undermining its credibility. The author calls 
for stronger accountability mechanisms, clearer financial support pathways, 
regular progress reviews, and binding domestic legislation to translate the 
Paris pledges into real climate action worldwide.

Paris Agreement@10 From Paper to Planet, Urgent 
Task of Making the Agreement Work

By Swati Ganeshan

Read More

Read More

https://www.crfindia.org/publications/research-article/bridging-ambition-and-implementation-reassessing-the-paris-agreement
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/research-article/the-loss-and-damage-fund
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/opinion-column/paris-agreement10-from-paper-to-planet-urgent-task-of-making-the-agreement-work
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PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR CLIMATE CHANGE & ENERGY TRANSITION

With COP30 convening in Belém, the op-ed argues that it’s time to move 
past carbon counting and adopt a systems approach to climate action. The 
authors highlight how Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) can bridge the gaps 
between food, energy, and water systems to ensure that well-meaning 
climate solutions don’t create new imbalances. The author calls for COP to 
evolve from emission metrics to systems accountability, and for Global South 
nations, such as India and Brazil, to lead this paradigm shift.

Beyond Carbon: Why COP Must Bring Life Cycle 
Thinking into the Climate Conversation

By Dr Akanksha Jain and Dr Debajit Palit

This survery-based study compares how youth and adults perceive and 
respond to climate change. Youth show higher immediacy and anxiety, focusing 
on local impacts, while adults emphasise systemic risks and incremental 
action. Younger respondents prefer tangible, hands-on solutions; adults 
adopt practical daily habits but remain sceptical of government effectiveness. 
Bridging this divide requires clearer climate literacy, stronger institutional 
communication, and intergenerational collaboration that pairs youth urgency 
with adult pragmatism to accelerate meaningful and scalable climate action.

Youthful Optimism vs. Adult Realism

By Nandika Mukherjee

The GoI a has set a target of 100 GW of nuclear capacity by 2047. The current 
state-centric model, while laying a strong foundation for safety, self-reliance, 
and strategic autonomy, may fall short of the bandwidth required for the 
sector’s 12-fold growth. The policy paper argues for a shift from a state-
monopolised structure to a mixed model of public and private participation in 
the nuclear power sector. It proposes seven key policy recommendations – the 
‘Saptapadis’ – that outline legislative, regulatory, financial, and institutional 
reforms aimed at promoting the public-private partnership.

Private Sector Participation in the Nuclear Power 
Sector in India

By Omkar Dhanke and Dr. Debajit Palit
Read More

Read More

Read More

https://www.crfindia.org/publications/research-article/private-sector-participation-in-the-nuclear-power-sector-in-india
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/opinion/beyond-carbon-why-cop-must-bring-life-cycle-thinking-into-the-climate-conversation-13658159.html
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/research-article/youthful-optimism-vs-adult-realism
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PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR ECONOMY AND TRADE 

India’s gems and jewellery exports from 2016 to 2024 are examined using 
indicators such as the Herfindahl–Hirschman Index, Concentration Ratio, 
Revealed Comparative Advantage, Relative Export Performance and Trade 
Intensity Index. The analysis shows diversification is increasing but dependence 
on a few destinations remains. The 2025 USA tariff shock highlights risks for 
labour-intensive sectors and the need for product and market diversification, 
re-export hubs, innovation, expanding opportunities across Europe, the Middle 
East, Asia and Latin America, and strengthening long-term resilience.

Glitter and Grit of India’s Gems and Jewellery Industry

By Aditi Sharma

India’s quasi-federal public finance displays widening interstate divergence 
and weakening institutions such as State Finance Commissions and State 
Planning Commissions. Using a five-indicator framework, the paper compares 
Punjab and Odisha to analyse Gross Fiscal Deficit, Revenue Deficit, Debt-GSDP 
ratio, Primary Deficit, and Interest Payments. Punjab shows persistent deficits, 
high subsidies, and rising committed expenditure, while Odisha demonstrates 
FRBM-based discipline. The article recommends stronger institutions, 
productive spending, transparency, and rule-based fiscal frameworks.

Debt, Deficits, and Discipline: Sub-national Public 
Finance in India

By Himani Agrawal

This issue brief examines India’s contemporary political economy, highlighting 
the coexistence of aggregate economic growth and rising income and wealth 
inequality. It analyses how Rule of Law institutions shape distributional 
outcomes, revealing gaps between de jure principles and de facto practices. 
The brief critiques misleading official narratives, exposes extreme concentration 
of national income and wealth, and outlines institutional failures in property 
rights, judicial capacity, regulatory oversight, and fiscal systems. It concludes 
that equitable governance requires strengthening foundational institutions.

Swadesh: We, The Unequal People

By Nishit Abhay Patil

Read More

Read More

Read More

https://www.crfindia.org/publications/research-article/glitter-and-grit-of-indias-gems-and-jewellery-industry
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/research-article/debt-deficits-and-discipline-sub-national-public-finance-in-india
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/issue-brief/swadesh-we-the-unequal-people
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PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR GEOPOLITICS AND STRATEGIC STUDIES

The BRICS-Plus, comprising 11 countries, completes two decades 
of multilateral engagement. This issue brief looks at China’s role and 
achievements so far as a highly influential player within the group. With a 
careful reform of old institutions and establishment of new ones, China has 
been able to steer the BRICS-plus into a new era of digitally empowered 
growth. India also has been a key balancer and supported the group for the 
greater good of the Global South.

China in the BRICS-Plus

By Dr. Bhavna Singh

The analysis highlights how these island states serve as pivotal anchors 
for India’s presence in the Western Indian Ocean, shaping key sea lines of 
communication, enhancing maritime domain awareness, and supporting 
regional security architectures. Their geostrategic locations, economic 
potential in the blue economy, and role as gateways to wider African markets 
make them indispensable partners in advancing India’s Indo-Pacific vision 
and safeguarding a stable, rules-based maritime environment.

Islands of Opportunity: India’s Expanding Maritime 
Footprint in East Africa

By Poorvie

Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi’s visit to India 
from 9-15 October 2025 marked a major shift in regional diplomacy, being 
the highest-level Taliban engagement with New Delhi since 2021. His 
meetings with EAM S. Jaishankar, public interactions and a visit to Darul 
Uloom Deoband signalled both symbolic outreach and substantive dialogue. 
India’s subsequent upgrade of its Kabul technical mission to a full Embassy 
further reflected this calibrated shift. It also highlighted changing geopolitical 
dynamics and India’s evolving approach to the Taliban regime.

India’s Pragmatic Pivot toward Afghanistan: Strategic 
Engagement amid Regional Realignments

By Dr. Anchita Borthakur 
Read More

Read More

Read More

https://www.crfindia.org/publications/research-article/indias-pragmatic-pivot-toward-afghanistan-strategic-engagement-amid-regional-realignments
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/issue-brief/china-in-the-brics-plus
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/issue-brief/islands-of-opportunity-indias-expanding-maritime-footprint-in-east-africa
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ASEAN’s recent summit highlighted a fragile Cambodia–Thailand ceasefire 
that Malaysia initially brokered, but which President Trump publicly claimed 
credit for, overshadowing ASEAN’s diplomatic role. Though the deal soon 
collapsed, Trump’s involvement raised questions about whether ASEAN 
sacrificed a homegrown success or strategically allowed external powers 
to dominate the narrative to maintain balance amid US-China rivalry. The 
episode underscores ASEAN’s dilemma: preserving “centrality” while 
remaining pragmatic, managing internal conflicts, and navigating great-
power competition in an increasingly contested Indo-Pacific.

Trump’s Shadow at ASEAN: Pragmatism versus Pride

By Unnati Mishra

PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR GEOPOLITICS AND STRATEGIC STUDIES

South Asia has faced acute political instability in the past year, with Nepal’s 
government collapsing amid youth-led protests and Bangladesh witnessing 
the overthrow of Sheikh Hasina after mass mobilisation against the quota 
system. In both cases, media, especially social media played a dual role: 
exposing corruption, amplifying public discontent and enabling mobilisation, 
while also spreading misinformation and fuelling unrest. These events highlight 
the media’s power to either destabilise or strengthen democracy, thereby 
highlighting the importance of responsible and accountable journalism.

Power, Protest, and the Press: The Role of Media in 
Bangladesh and Nepal’s Political Landscape

By Dr. Anchita Borthakur and Aditi Sharma

India’s decision to allow 100% FDI in defence risks undermining strategic 
autonomy and the goal of Atmanirbharta. Treating wholly foreign-owned 
subsidiaries as Indian vendors could expose India to external pressure, weaken 
bargaining power, and crowd out domestic firms. Without strong safeguards 
and majority-Indian ownership in key categories, India may gain assembly lines 
but lose control, technology, and long-term defence self-reliance.

Foreign Entry in Indian Defence: Thwarting Strategic 
Autonomy and Atmanirbharta

By Unnati Mishra

Read More

Read More

Read More

https://www.crfindia.org/publications/opinion-column/power-protest-and-the-press
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/opinion-column/foreign-entry-in-indian-defence-thwarting-strategic-autonomy-and-atmanirbharta
https://www.crfindia.org/publications/opinion-column/trumps-shadow-at-asean-pragmatism-versus-pride
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OP-EDs BY CRF RESEARCHERS
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TINKERING DAYS

COP 30 Debriefing 

CRF was represented at COP30 in Belém by Dr. 
Debajit Palit, Centre Head for Climate Change and 
Energy Transition (CCET). In the post-COP debrief, he 
shared his experience and commended the Brazilian 
government’s strong stewardship of the conference, 
noting key developments such as Brazil’s push for 
a fossil fuel phase-out roadmap, the strengthening 
of blocs like BASIC, and the establishment of the 
TFFF (Tropical forest forever facility) fund. Dr. Pooja 
Sehbag and Dr. Akanksha Jain, researchers at CCET, 
further reflected on COP30’s outcomes – highlighting 
gaps in adaptation, mitigation, and climate finance; 
geopolitical drivers of the phase-out debate; climate 
science and risks of overshooting 1.5°C. They also 
outlined implications for India and the Global South, 
underscoring priorities India should champion 
for hosting COP33.

Recent Political Trends in China:  
4th Plenum and More

Dr. Bhavna Singh and Ms. Kusuma, researchers at the 
Centre for Geopolitics and Strategic Studies (CGSS), 
CRF delivered an insightful presentation on recent 
political trends in China, focusing on the Fourth 
Party Plenum held in October. They highlighted 
the importance of plenums as pivotal gatherings 
of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), structure 
and functions of the CCP’s Central Committee, 
explaining how plenum agendas have evolved over 
time. Particular attention was given to the Xi Jinping 
era, where plenums have increasingly emphasized 
long-term national objectives. It concluded with 
reflections on China-U.S. relations, contextualised 
by the Busan summit and ongoing strategic shifts in 
the global order.
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CRF’s FIELD VISITS

Understanding India’s Women  
Led-Development: CRF’s Field Visit  
to Mundra

CRF has embarked on field visits across India to 
generate evidence based insights on how corporate 
social responsibility initiatives translate into tangible 
outcomes for communities, particularly in advancing 
women’s empowerment and inclusive development. 
The objective is to connect grassroots realities with 
national priorities, ensuring that lessons from the 
ground contribute meaningfully to shaping equitable 
strategies for India’s vision of women‑led development.

The recent visit to Mundra district by CRF researchers, Dr. Cchavi Vasisht and Nishit Patil, focused 
on evaluating the impact of the Adani Foundation’s initiatives on women’s empowerment and 
community development. Over 40 individuals were interviewed, including Self Help Group members, 
small business owners, employees at the Adani Solar Plant and Hospital, and local leaders such 
as the village Sarpanch. These conversations revealed how skill development programmes, market 
platforms, and healthcare services are reshaping socio‑economic conditions. Skill training has 
enhanced incomes and living standards, while market linkages have expanded the reach of Self Help 
Groups. Employment opportunities for young women at the solar plant were supported by robust 
safety measures during commutes and night shifts. In healthcare, subsidised medicines, consultations, 
and diagnostic tests have ensured long‑term treatment access, benefitting families for over a decade.

These outcomes reflect the Adani Foundation’s holistic SHE framework (Social, Health, and 
Education) which strengthens women’s agency, ensures affordable healthcare, and equips 
them with skills to participate meaningfully in the workforce. The visit also resonates with 

India’s broader vision of women‑led development, 
complementing national initiatives such as Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao, the JAM trinity, and Digital India.

Building on the insights from Mundra, future visits to Kawai, 
Mumbai, and Trioda are planned to study how the SHE 
framework adapts to diverse contexts. These engagements 
will help generate informed recommendations contributing 
to policy dialogues, strengthening women’s economic 
participation, and contribute to the goal of an equitable 
and inclusive Viksit Bharat by 2047.
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DIALOGUES

Act East Policy: A Northeastern 
Perspectives

November 7, 2025

The webinar brought together panellists 
from all the North Eastern States of India to 
discuss regional progress and challenges. 
The speakers highlighted achievements in 
agriculture, food processing, culture, and 
tourism under the Act East Policy. Key 
challenges identified were infrastructural 
gaps, ecological concerns, and socio-
political instability limiting investment. 
In addition, the region’s strategic role 
as India’s gateway to Southeast Asia 
was emphasised, proposing enhanced 
academic engagement, international 
cooperation, and institutional development 
to strengthen intra-regional connectivity 
within Northeast and maximize Northeast 
India’s contribution to the Act East Policy.

WEBINAR

Export Led Growth: Unlocking 
India’s Trade Potential for  
Sustainable Development

November 14, 2025

The event highlighted the urgent need 
for India to upgrade its export structure 
and move up the value chain to remain 
globally competitive. Speakers emphasized 
strengthening sectoral value chains-
especially in textiles-through diversified 
inputs, modernised capacity, and skill-
technology integration. MSME financing 
gaps and state-level regulatory bottlenecks 
were identified as major constraints. 
Panelists called for more ambitious FTAs, 
stronger standards alignment, and deeper 
trade-investment-technology linkages.  
Strategic partnerships with the US, UAE, UK 
and Taiwan, along with state-led reforms 
and community-led models like ODOP and 
women SHGs, were seen as pivotal for FDI, 
innovation and export growth.

EVENT
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DIALOGUES

Silent Scars: The Environmental 
Destruction in War Zones

November 28, 2025

CRF organised this seminar highlighting the 
profound yet often overlooked ecological 
impacts of contemporary warfare. Experts 
from various fields provided invaluable 
insights as discussions underscored how 
conflicts in regions like Ukraine, Gaza, 
Yemen, Sudan, and Afghanistan have 
devastated ecosystems, contaminated 
water and soil, and heightened climate 
vulnerabilities. The sessions assessed these 
environmental consequences, examined the 
linkages between conflict and ecological 
degradation, and emphasised the need 
to integrate environmental safeguards 
into military planning, peacebuilding, and 
reconstruction efforts. It also called for 
greater accountability, reparations, and the 
inclusion of environmental justice in global 
conflict-resolution efforts.

Railway Conclave 2.0:  
Government Has No Business 
to Be in Business: Possibilities 
and Quagmire of Privatisation 
in Railways

November 20, 2025

The conclave highlighted that while parts 
of railway services already involve private 
participation, the core track infrastructure 
and welfare functions require sustained 
government presence, as seen during 
COVID-19 relief operations. Key issues 
include weak contractual management, 
inadequate risk-sharing. Panelists stressed 
that privatization without regulatory 
reform could exclude vulnerable users 
and undermine essential services. They 
emphasized balanced PPP models, 
stronger institutional support, improved 
pricing and investment frameworks, and 
learning from mixed global experiences 
such as the UK. 

EVENT EVENT
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DIALOGUES

CHINTAN ‘SPEAKS’

In Episode 3, Abhijit Mukhopadhyay, Senior 
Research Consultant, and Rupa Dutta, 
Distinguished Fellow at CRF discussed on how 
India’s export story stands at a crossroads, 
with tariff challenges spotlighting its export-
led growth strategy. Beyond trade deals, the 
focus now lies on advancing global value 
chain integration, pursuing structural reforms, 
and shaping long-term growth ambitions for 
sustainable economic transformation.

In Episode 4, Himani Agrawal, Research 
Analyst, CRF converses with M. Jamshed 
(Former Member, Railway Board), 
Distinguished Fellow, CRF to understand 
India’s transport corridors for the next 
decade. M. Jamshed emphasized rail’s cost 
and sustainability advantages, regional 
connectivity with Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, 
Sri Lanka, and the geopolitical potential of 
IMEC and alternative global routes.

QUADRO: Why Russia,  
China, India, and America 
should Work Together

November 28-29, 2025

CRF and CUTS International held a round-
table in Sariska, Rajasthan, exploring 
dialogue among the US, Russia, China, 
and India under the ‘QUADRO’ framework. 
Despite differences between major powers 
– U.S., Russia, China, and India, discussions 
were made to evaluate the common 
ground and recognized India’s shift to 
‘rule-shaper’. The conference concluded 
with a ‘mini-Sariska Consensus’ bringing 
together these four nations coupled with 
the EU and Japan, atleast for a dailogue so 
as to to work forward on issues of global 
peace and development and to reduce the 
uncertainties caused by the US policies. 
Experts and former diplomats stressed 
that India and China’s rising stature 
demands balanced engagement with the 
US and Russia.

EVENT PODCAST
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DIALOGUES

November 4, 2025

Prof. Amit Gupta, Senior Fellow, Forum of Federations, Canada 
delved into the nuances of the changing world order in context 
of the advent of Trump 2.0. The lecture deep dived into the 
changing dynamics of US foreign policies and domestic politics.

November 7, 2025

Dr Anindita Sarkar, Senior Researcher at Department of Ecology 
and Natural Resources Management at Center for Development 
Research (ZEF), University of Bonn, Germany; Dr Mini Govindan,  
Senior Fellow, TERI; and Dr Kaveri Iychettira, Assistant Professor 
IIT, Delhi examined on gender transformative approaches to 
climate change adaptation. 

November 20, 2025

Mr. Amiel Cohen and Mr. Deep Barman from the Foreign 
and Security Policy Division of the British High Commission 
engaged in substantive discussions on various dimensions of 
India-UK bilateral relations.

November 24, 2025

CRF hosted a delegation from Myanmar Policy Institute for 
an informal Track 1.5 dialogue focussing on the upcoming 
elections and the way forward. 

November 26, 2025

An insightful and engaging PoSH workshop led by Ms. Shaifali 
Sangal, CEO of Yung Minds, PoSH consultant & author and Dr. 
Meena Singh Roy, external member of CRF’s ICC, enlightened 
CRF’s team on the nuances of the PoSH Act, distinguishing 
between work-related harassment and sexual harassment 
and strategies for prevention, fostering a respectful workplace 
culture and ensuring adherence to the PoSH Act 2013.
 

EXCLUSIVE
INTERACTIONS
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UPCOMING DIALOGUES

Beyond Belém: Charting the Next Phase of Global  
Climate Action

December 9, 2025

The Post-COP Dialogue convened by CRF and TERI, will unpack COP 30 
outcomes at a moment when the global climate regime faces widening 
ambition-implementation gaps. With finance, adaptation, decarbonisation, 
and just transition emerging as contentious pillars, the dialogue will analyse 
geopolitical dynamics, the feasibility of the Baku-to-Belém Roadmap, and 
the implications of the Global Goal on Adaptation for developing countries 
like India. Bringing together policymakers, experts, and practitioners, the 
event will explore pathways for strengthening domestic implementation, 
safeguarding equity, and navigating a strained multilateral climate process.

India-Central Asia Ties in an Evolving Regional and 
Global Order

December 12, 2025

CRF will host an exclusive roundtable discussion which will bring together 
experts from diplomacy, academia, and policy to examine the geopolitical 
shifts shaping India’s engagement with Central Asia. The discussion aims 
to explore strategic opportunities, connectivity initiatives, civilizational 
linkages, and the influence of major powers in the region. The discussion 
aims to generate insights to strengthen India’s long-term partnership with 
the five Central Asian republics.

India Stories – Chintan Decaf
CRF is delighted to announce “India Stories – Chintan Decaf”, an upcoming 
informal coffee-table conversation series that brings together policymakers, 
practitioners, entrepreneurs, and grassroots changemakers to share lived 
experiences from across India. Designed as relaxed, off-the-podium 
dialogues rather than formal lectures, India Stories – Chintan Decaf will 
explore how real people are shaping India’s development journey – through 
innovative ideas, local solutions, and quiet leadership in their communities. 
Each edition will feature a curated conversation around a contemporary 
theme and open interaction with young scholars over coffee. Details of the 
first session, including speaker, theme and date, will be announced shortly.

EVENT 

TALK 

EVENT
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Dr. Debajit Palit actively engaged in Nuclear 
Power Discussion by International Youth Nuclear 
Congress (IYNC).

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENTS

Dr. Debajit Palit had a meeting on nuclear power 
development in India with with Dr. Sama Bilbao y Leon, 
Director General and Jonathan Cobb, Senior Program 
Lead, Climate of World Nuclear Association.

Dr. Debajit Palit participated in a roundtable discussion 
on ‘Future-Proofing Indo-Pacific Energy Systems: A 
Practitioners’ with Foresight from the India Story by 
Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW).

Dr. Debajit Palit spoke at the 3rd Leaders Dialogue Panel 
session on “Increasing climate investment in developing 
countries and charting a course to $1.3 trillion per year” 
organised by CEEW.

Dr. Debajit Palit shared his views at the Roundtable on 
‘Responsibly Scaling Biofuels for Energy Security, Jobs, 
Growth and Sustainability’ organised by India Climate 
Collaborative and Council on Energy, Environment 
and Water (CEEW).

Dr. Debajit Palit spoke on the electric cooking development 
in India and presented CRF’s Publication - Decarbonising 
Cooking Sector at the side event of Global Electric Cooking 
Coalition focused on, “Accelerating Clean Cooking through 
Renewable Energy – Cooking for a Decarbonised Future.

CRF AT COP30, Belém
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Col. Rajeev Agarwal analysed the evolving Israel-Hamas 
dynamics, focusing on the U.S.-backed 20-point ceasefire. 
His episode on Strategic Frontlines explores the feasibility, 
challenges, and regional or global stakes.

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENTS

Dr. Bidisha Bhattacharya featured as a panelist for the 
“Finance for the People” session hosted by the Finance 
and Investment Club of Miranda House, New Delhi. She 
presented on the people-centred finance, social objectives, 
political economy, and the need for trust, accountability and 
equitable fiscal systems.

Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi, Dr. Monish Tourangbam, and 
Dr. Indrani Talukdar participated in Book Launch and 
Roundtable on “Indo-Pacific  Strategic Landscape: 
Developments and Challenges” organised by Kalinga 
Institute of Indo-Pacific Studies.

Dr. Cchavi Vasisht participated in a one-day dialogue 
organised by Vivekananda International Foundation.
(VIF) and the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD) on 
“India and the Indian Ocean: Shaping Pathways for Peace 
and Security.” 

Dr. Monish Tourangbam spoke on “Research Skills 
Session – Critical Thinking for an Uncertain World” at 
Shri Ram Research and Consulting Centre, Shri Ram 
College of Commerce (SRCC)

Dr. Monish Tourangbam was a speaker at the Centre for 
World Affairs, School of Law, Bennett University on “World 
Politics is Shifting: How to Think and Write About It”
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EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENTS

Dr. Cchavi Vasisht was part of a closed-door roundtable 
discussion on “Myanmar: Building New Pathways in the 
Post-Election Scenario” organised by Asian Confluence in 
New Delhi. 

Dr. Bidisha Bhattacharya spoke at the Institute of 
International Management & Leadership’s (IILM) roundtable 
on the topic, “Geopolitics & Tariff Wars: Implications for 
India & the World.” She explored tariffs as geopolitical 
tools, AI-driven labour shifts, and why competitiveness 
now hinges on resilience, technological strength, and 
business strategy.

Dr. Monish Tourangbam was part of a closed door 
discussion between an Indian and American delegation 
convened by the Council for Strategic and Defense Research 
(CSDR) on the current and the future of India-US relations.

Dr. Monish Tourangbam delivered an online lecture 
at Vistula University, Warsaw (Poland), followed by 
a stimulating discussion on “India and the World in 
Turbulent Times”.

Dr. Monish Tourangbam was a panelist at the flagship 
International Relations Conference organised by Symbiosis 
Univerisity on “India at the Epicenter: Strategic Responses 
to Global Turbulence –  Navigating Conflicts, Competition, 
and Diplomatic Challenges.” 

Dr. Debajit Palit was featured in the third episode of the 
Renewable Watch Podcast for a conversation on the 
future of decentralised energy in India.
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About CRF

Chintan Research Foundation is an independent think tank dedicated to shaping policy through rigorous 
research and thought leadership. With a strong focus on fostering collaboration between policymakers and 
industry, CRF integrates practical insights into its research and advocacy efforts. It conducts comprehensive 
research to support informed decision-making and engages with stakeholders through discussions, events, 
and publications. CRF’s research is focused on three core domains – Climate Change & Energy Transition, 
Economy & Trade, and Geopolitics & Strategic Studies.

List of contributors: Lakshmi Kusuma Kotha, Utsav Nayak, Meheli Roy Choudhury, Nikhil Arora (Design),   
Dr. Debajit Palit, and others.
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1st Floor, Bharti Crescent Building, 1 Nelson Mandela Marg, 
Vasant Kunj Phase II, New Delhi - 110070

info@crfindia.org
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