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FOREWORD

he month of September marked a significant milestone for

Chintan Research Foundation (CRF), as we hosted our very first
international policy dialogue in Sri Lanka. This engagement, exploring
the India-Sri Lanka partnership on shared energy and connectivity,
underscored CRF’s growing role in facilitating meaningful dialogues
that transcend borders and in advancing conversations on collective
challenges and opportunities in our interconnected world.

Tariffs and trade complexities continue to be the defining factors in
global commerce, shaping the dynamics between nations. At CRF, our
work has remained focused on identifying not only the complexities

of these shifts but also the prospects they present for India and the
Global South.

This month also saw several significant initiatives and events organised
by CRF. Each of these efforts reflect our ongoing commitment to
producing unique perspectives and amplifying those that require
timely attention.

On behalf of CRF, | extend warm wishes to all our readers for
the festive season. May these celebrations bring joy, prosperity,
and renewed energy for the trials and triumphs that lie ahead.

Warm regards,

Shishir Priyadarshi
President,

Chintan Research Foundation

About CRF

Chintan Research Foundation is an independent think tank dedicated to shaping policy through rigorous research and
thought leadership. With a strong focus on fostering collaboration between policymakers and industry, CRF integrates
practical insights into its research and advocacy efforts. It conducts comprehensive research to support informed decision-
making and engages with stakeholders through discussions, events, and publications. CRF’s research is focused on three
core domains — Climate Change & Energy Transition, Economy & Trade, and Geopolitics & Strategic Studies.
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HIGHLIGHT

COMMEMORATING THE 1965 WAR
Reflecting Back and Planning Ahead

RF in collaboration with Valley of Words (VoW), a Dehradun based
Cnot—for—proﬁt, volunteer-driven literary and arts trust, organised a
day-long event, “Commemorating the 1965 War: Reflecting Back and
Planning Ahead”. The event attracted huge response from veterans,
serving officers of the armed forces, media and diplomats.

Shri Shishir Priyadarshi, President of CRF in his opening remarks spoke
of how the victory in the 1965 war continues to inspire us and shape our
national security consciousness. Shri Sanjeev Chopra, President of VoW,
“As we commemorate in his remarks, highlighted how the bold decision to expand operations

across the international border in Lahore, Sialkot, and Barmer sectors
60 years of the war,

its legacy reminds us

that remembrance
must shape future The 1965 India-Pakistan War was more than a military engagement

blunted the Pakistani offensive in the Kashmir Sector, which contributed
significantly to the Indian victory in the end.

readiness through between two neighbours and adversaries. It was a moment of national

. . resolve against another Pakistani misadventure. Despite material
sustained investment

L. shortcomings and ageing weapon platforms, India demonstrated grit,
and a unified

resolve and valour in handing a bloody nose to the infiltrating Pakistani
defence strategy." forces. For Pakistan, the conflict represented an attempt to alter the
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territorial status quo in Kashmir. Emboldened by India’s setback in the 1962 war with China and confident
of external support, Pakistan’s leadership sought to exploit what it perceived as India’s vulnerabilities. The
infiltration campaign, codenamed Operation Gibraltar, was designed to foment rebellion in Kashmir but failed
to elicit the expected local support. Its failure prompted a broader offensive — Operation Grand Slam, targeting
the strategic town of Akhnoor. India’s decision to expand the theatre of operations across the international
border in Punjab marked a decisive strategic choice, signalling that aggression in Kashmir would not be viewed
in isolation and that any foolhardy attempt by Pakistan would be dealt with by an iron hand.

The eventual ceasefire on 23 September 1965, and the subsequent Tashkent Agreement of January 1966,
revealed both the limits of military confrontation and the constraints imposed by external actors. While the
ceasefire brought an end to active hostilities, it left the core political dispute unresolved, setting the stage for
future conflicts. As India commemorates 60 years of the 1965 Indo-Pak War, the lessons from the war hold
key insights for our future defence preparedness.

The panellists highlighted how the significance of the 1965 War lies not only in its immediate military outcomes
but also in the enduring lessons it holds for India’s defence and strategic posture. The conflict exposed the risks
of inadequate preparedness and the importance of jointness among the armed services. It also underscored
the necessity of institutional reform and the cultivation of indigenous defence capability. In many ways, the
1965 War served as the crucible in which India’s long-term pursuit of self-reliance in defence was forged

In addition, the speakers also stressed that warfare has undergone exponential transformation since the 1960s.
While the battles of that era were fought primarily with conventional land and air forces, the intervening
decades have witnessed the rise of new domains: cyber, space, and information. Artificial intelligence,
unmanned systems, precision strike capabilities, and networked operations are redefining the conduct of war
globally. For India, which now confronts both traditional security threats and emerging challenges, the lessons
from 1965 — that adaptability and preparedness are indispensable, remain profoundly relevant.

This event highlighted that history does not end with remembrance only; it prepares us for the future. It
underscored that strength and sovereignty require constant vigilance and strategic foresight. With evolving
battlefields and multiple adversaries, theaterisation and real-time coordination amongst military arms are now
essential, not optional. As we commemorate 60 years of the war, its legacy reminds us that remembrance
must shape future readiness through sustained investment and a unified defence strategy.
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PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR CLIMATE CHANGE & ENERGY TRANSITION

Power, Progress, and Her: Energy Access as a Game
Changer for Women empowerment

( Read More )
By Arvita Shukla w

Energy access — particularly electricity and clean cooking fuels — is vital for
human well-being and women’s empowerment. Reliable energy access
reduces the time spent on fuelwood collection, enabling education and
productive engagements, while clean fuels lower household air pollution and
improve health. In India, although access to electricity and LPG has grown
rapidly, the ways in which these shifts influence women’s lifestyles remain
insufficiently studied. This paper explores these linkages.

Towards an Atmanirbhar Clean-Tech Innovation
Ecosystem: Mapping and Scaling the Innovation

Network in India
( Read More )
| 3

India’s current Clean Energy Technology (CET) innovation landscape is
fragmented, with weak regional links, limited inter-ministerial coordination,

By Tathagat Hari

funding gaps, and uneven commercial pathways. Using the Innovation Value
Chain (IVC) framework, the paper finds that early-stage financing is accessible
through schemes like Startup India; however, growth-stage funding remains
scarce, creating a “missing middle” that hampers scaling. The author has
provided few recommendations to strengthen CET capacity such as Clean-
Tech Innovation Index.

Decarbonising the Cooking Sector ( Read More )
%
By Omkar Dhanke

India’'s cooking sector contributes to household air pollution (HAP) and
GHG emissions, with cooking globally accounting for approximately 3% of
total GHGs, comparable to aviation or shipping. While LPG and PNG have
reduced biomass use, challenges of affordability, import dependence, and
carbon emissions persist. Electric cooking offers a sustainable alternative
as India’s grid increases the share of renewables. Complementary options
like CBG blending in CGD, and decentralised solar and biogas, can enhance
energy security, advance circular economies, and support decarbonisation.
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PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR ECONOMY AND TRADE

Study on Trade Potential of Indian Natural Gas

By Amitayu Sengupta and Udhai Rawat (' Read More k)

This study examines India’s trade potential in natural gas within the global
energy transition. While India targets raising the share of natural gas in
its energy mix to 15% by 2030, infrastructure gaps and geopolitical risks
undermine progress. The authors recommend diversifying trade partners and
leveraging FTAs to stabilize costs. Complementary domestic reforms — pipeline
expansion, LNG regasification, and regulatory streamlining are essential to
ensure affordability, resilience, and alignment with sustainability goals.

India’s Eurasian Gambit: Every Tariff Chessboard

Move Counts
( Read More )
L3

By Abhijit Mukhopadhyay

India’s renewed push for a FTA with the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
comes as a strategic response to escalating U.S. tariffs. While Russia
dominates the bloc’s economic weight, diversification into smaller Eurasian
markets offers Indian MSMEs new export footholds. The study highlights
connectivity gains through corridors like Chabahar and the INSTC, projecting
efficiency benefits. Risks persist, notably Western reactions and Russia’s
centrality, yet a carefully negotiated FTA could balance trade diversification,
strengthen infrastructure, and reinforce India’s strategic autonomy.

From Dependence to Diversification: Rethinking
India-Indonesia Trade Relations, 1995-2030

By Dr. Bidisha Bhattacharya ( Read More K)

India-Indonesia trade, though resilient, remains commodity-heavy and
demand-driven by Indonesia’'s growth. The analysis shows exports are
concentrated in petroleum and low-complexity goods, with high-value
sectors like pharmaceuticals and machinery underutilised. Forecasts suggest
steady expansion to USD 13 billion by 2030, yet structural fragility persists.
Policy recommendations include diversifying into higher-PCl products,
harmonising regulations, tackling non-tariff barriers, enhancing logistics,
and fostering digital and supply chain integration.
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PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR ECONOMY AND TRADE

Reviving Multilateralism: India’s Call at Vladivostok

By Abhijit Mukhopadhyay ( Read More k)

Intervention at the 2025 SCO Summit reaffirmed India’'s commitment
to multilateralism amidst global tariff wars and the paralysis of the
WTO'’s dispute settlement system. The analysis underscores that without
predictable, rules-based trade, it undermines growth and stability. India’s
stance highlights the cyclical resilience of multilateralism. Recommendations
include actively supporting WTO reform, strengthening interim mechanisms
like MPIA, and building coalitions with emerging economies to safeguard
openness, inclusivity, and long-term legitimacy in global commerce.

Counting Heads Is Not Enough: Hearing All Voices

n be o @
Read More
%

By Himani Agarwal

Democracy is celebrated as universal, yet its oldest deficit, gender inequality
remains unresolved. Despite modest gains in women'’s representation, real
authority and autonomy are still constrained by patriarchal norms, tokenism,
and structural barriers. Analysis reveals gaps in power, information, and
safety that weaken democratic legitimacy. Recommendations stress enforcing
reforms like quotas, mentoring women leaders, expanding civic education, and
ensuring access to ministries. Genuine democracy requires hearing all voices;
inclusion must move from symbolic presence to substantive leadership.

Beyond Facade: Is the B-Ready Index Actually an

Improvement?
( Read More )
3

By Avni Goel and Deepankar Samal

The article critically examines the World Bank’s new B-Ready Index,
introduced after the Ease of Doing (EoD) Business rankings. While the index
brings in progressive aspects such as sustainability, gender equity, and digital
adoption, the authors argue that a context-specific regulatory framework
based on the developmental priorities of nations presents a more holistic
measure of business readiness. Until such changes are incorporated in the
methodology, the B-Ready index risks remain an incomplete benchmark
that perpetuates structural inequities in global investment narratives.
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PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR GEOPOLITICS AND STRATEGIC STUDIES
India and UAE (R d More )
ea orek

By Col Rajeev Agarwal

In an era where conflicts all over the world are threatening the existing
world order, India-UAE ties are steadily breaking new grounds. For India,
the UAE is important both as a bilateral partner and as a key voice in the
region. New areas of cooperation include space, joint polar research and
exploration, and cybersecurity. Combined with increasing trade relations,
security partnerships, people to people engagements, collaboration on
IMEC, and the charismatic bond between the top leadership, the sky is the
limit for India-UAE partnership.

Strategic Signalling or Tactical Pause? Assessing

Trump's Remarks
( Read More )
3

By Dr. Bhavna Singh

Trump’s strategic choices and tactical signalling in face of the perception that
India and Russia are drawing closer to China leading to diminished American
leverage. Trump’s approach to current global geopolitical exigencies defines
a ‘strategic pause’ in policy-making which indicates a deliberate slowing or
reassessment of America’s international engagements, commitments and
leadership role. Simultaneously, Indian policymakers should also look for
diversification of partnerships, and adopt a proactive, rather than reactive,
approach to shifting global alignments.

Nature: The Ignored Casualty of War
By Dr. Anchita Borthakur @Q

War inflicts more than human and infrastructural loss — it leaves enduring
scars on the environment. Despite international legal frameworks like
ENMOD (1976) and UNGA's recent principles (2022), environmental
degradation remains a silent, unpunished casualty of armed conflict. This
article explores how war — especially in biodiverse regions like Afghanistan,
Ukraine, and Gaza — destroys ecosystems, contaminates resources, and
accelerates climate vulnerability. By examining global conflict zones, it
underscores the urgent need to address war’s overlooked ecological toll in
environmental and peacebuilding agendas.
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PUBLICATIONS

CENTRE FOR GEOPOLITICS AND STRATEGIC STUDIES

India in Japan’s China Plus One Strategy

By Lakshmi Kusuma Kotha ( Read More K)

Despite domestic challenges & geopolitical uncertainties, Japan has been
significantly accelerating its supply chain diversification away from China.
In fact, Japan has been one of the earliest adopters of the China Plus One
Strategy. Since 2010, nearly every Prime Minister of Japan —from Shinzo Abe
to Shigeru Ishiba, all have pursued economic security of Japan as a priority.
In this diversification process, Japan has increased its engagement in various
avenues with India, an emerging economic global powerhouse.

Why Ghana Means More to India Than We Think

By Samriddhi Suresh (' Read More K)

“As Ghana continues to pursue the path of progress and prosperity, India
shall walk with you shoulder to shoulder, on this road,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s address to the parliament of Ghana on July 3, 2025, was
a clear message to the world. The India-Ghana partnership is based on
democratic ethos and vibrant economic cooperation in the sectors of trade,
agriculture, critical minerals, and pharmaceuticals. This relationship is a
case study in how history, diplomacy, and development converge to shape
an equitable future.

The Gateway to East Africa: India's Expanding

Role in Tanzania
( Read More )
%

For India, the growing partnership between India and Tanzania is

By Samriddhi Suresh

becoming a key pillar of its engagement in Africa. The countries share
close traditional ties and are enjoying fruitful engagements, built on the
foundation of a shared past. Ties have significantly evolved over time into
a Comprehensive strategic partnership based on sound political efforts,
growing economic commitments, and people-to-people contact, providing
an optimistic outlook for the future.
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TINKERING DAYS

Minerals of Progress: Axis of
Dependency of India’s Critical Minerals

Meheli Roy Choudhury, Research Consultant
presented her paper on Minerals of Progress: Axis of
dependency of India’s Critical Minerals. She examined
the intersection of different technological vectors in
energy transition, trade of critical minerals dovetailing
it within the discourse of geopolitics. In the context
of India’s energy transition efforts and commitment
to achieve Net-Zero targets by 2070, she explained
the importance of critical minerals for India’s growing
energy needs. Her presentation covered the domestic
resource availability and laid out the supply chain risks
that exist within our current import profiles for Lithium,
Cobalt, Graphite, Nickel and REEs. She emphasised
on why India needs to be mindful of the inherent
geopolitics of trade for critical minerals and why India
needs to establish methodologically driven frameworks

for diversification of supply chain.
( Read More k)

Documentary Watch of The Fog of
War by Errol Morris

The Fog of War featured former U.S. Secretary of
Defense Robert McNamara, focusing primarily on his
controversial tenure during the Vietnam War. The film
explored his career, from a WWII statistician and Ford
executive to his role in the Kennedy administration’s
Cuban Missile Crisis and, ultimately, his perceived
failures in Southeast Asia. The core of the documentary is
McNamara’s “eleven lessons” learned, covering themes
like improving military efficiency, understanding the
enemy, and the difficulties of human nature. Augmented
by archival footage, the film provides McNamara a
platform to reflect on his and the government’s actions.
Following the screening, CRF scholars engaged in a
discussion analyzing the documentary’s insights and
relevance in the current times.
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DIALOGUES

India’s Geopolitical
Engagement in Defining Sub-
regional and Global Economic
and Development Priorities

September 10, 2025

CRF and The Asia Foundation co-hosted
the seminar. It brought together key
stakeholders to share findings from
two research papers, which focussed
on how India and the neighbourhood
navigate complex sub-regional and
global geopolitical dynamics to shape
their national, and the regional economic
and development agenda. The seminar
delved into India’s role in shaping
development priorities in South Asia
and globally, by prioritising inclusive and
equitable growth. The presentations of
these research findings were followed by
two panel sessions featuring renowned
geopolitical analysts, fostering in-depth
dialogue and cross-regional insights.

www.crfindia.org
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WEBINAR

India and the Neighbourhood
in the Eyes of Russia

September 11, 2025

Inthe early 21stcentury, thereis a shiftfrom
a Western-centric order to a multipolar
system, with Russia emphasizing global
justice and redefining its civilizational and
ideological identity. Russia prioritizes India
and China, viewing the Russia—China—
India triangle as cooperative. The speakers
also underscored that Moscow aligns
with India on the Indo-Pacific region and
looks forward to further strengthening
the cooperation. Regarding India’s
Neighbourhood First Policy, the speakers
stressed on deepening regional stability
via infrastructure, energy, and maritime
projects, supported by soft power. The
speakers reiterated that Russia is a natural
partner for India, with opportunities to
deepen cooperation in [T, Al, nuclear
technology, and ecological initiatives.
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DIALOGUES

Policy Dialogue on
Strengthening Economic &
Strategic Partnerships for
Shared Growth

September 18, 2025

CRF organised its first international policy
dialogue with Pathfinder Foundation in
Colombo, Sri Lanka. This dialogue brought
together policymakers, experts, think
tanks, and thought leaders to explore
three critical pillars of India-Sri Lanka
partnership: First, alternative energy for
building a shared energy future, second,
strategic minerals as a new frontier for
bilateral resource diplomacy and lastly on
the connectivity & IMEC at the dialogue,
India’'s High Commissioner to Sri Lanka,
H.E. Ambassador Santosh Jha delivered a
keynote address highlighting the strength
of the India-Sri Lanka partnership. This
dialogue reaffirmed our commitment to a
shared, sustainable future.

www.crfindia.org

Decarbonising the
Cooking Sector

September 26, 2025

CRF led the session as the Knowledge
Partner of the 4th Modern Energy Cooking
Forum (MECF) 2025 organised by the
Modern Energy Cooking Services (MECS)
Programme and Finovista in New Delhi.
Supported by NITI Aayog, the Office of the
Principal Scientific Advisor, and the Global
Energy Alliance for People and Planet, the
discussion highlighted cooking as a “low-
hanging fruit” for India’'s Net Zero Goal.
Key speaker included Mr. Alok Kumar, Mr.
Jeevan Kumar Jethani, Ms. Nidhi Sarin, and
Dr. Umish Srivastava who underscored
integrating electric cooking with grid
decarbonisation and rural schemes. An
Issue Brief titled “Decarbonising India’s
Cooking Sector” was released, marking
a step forward in advancing sustainable
cooking solutions.

15
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DIALOGUES

EXCLUSIVE

INTERACTIONS

September 4, 2025

H.E. Ambassador Kamel Galal of Egypt visited CRF to discuss the
deepening India-Egypt relationship, stressing Egypt's strategic
importance and the need to bridge bilateral information gaps, while
recognizing India’s stature as a civilizational power.

September 8, 2025

H.E. Ambassador Rasmus Abildgaard Kristensen of Denmark
visited CRF and highlighted Denmark’s EU Council Presidency
in 2025 as well as broader EU-India ties in trade, sustainability,
maritime, tech, and security and others.

September 12, 2025

Experts on Myanmar were invited for a closed door round table
discussion at CRF to discuss the current status of Myanmar, its
geopolitics, upcoming elections, and India’s Way Forward.

September 18, 2025

Ms. Carole Etienne, Energy Analyst — Natural Gas, and Mr. Alay
Patel, External Consultant, Asia-Pacific and Partnerships Division,
from the International Energy Agency (IEA) were hosted at CRF to
discuss the current and future trajectories of natural gas.

September 22, 2025

The Kurdish National Congress visited CRF to raise awareness
of the Kurdish people’s sensitivities and to promote democratic
inclusion and integration of Kurds within the societies of West Asia.

September 24, 2025

CRF hosted H.E. Ambassador Elchin Huseynli of Azerbaijan. He
spoke about India-Azerbaijan relations in the shifting geopolitical
landscape.
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UPCOMING DIALOGUES

India and the World Order: Preparing for 2047

October 6-7, 2025

School of International Studies (JNU) as part of its 70th anniversary
celebrations (SIS@70), in collaboration with CRF and the MEA, Government
of India brings together leading Indian and international scholars,
practitioners, and policymakers. The conference aims to explore India’s
vision of becoming a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047 and examine its potential
transformation and global implications.

e Indo-Nepal Relations: Reframing the Narrative

INTERACTION

October 9, 2025

CRF in collaboration with The Asia Foundation is organising a closed door
discussion on India-Nepal ties among key stakeholders with expertise in
the South Asian sub-region. This discussion would help to develop a better
understanding of the complex issues impacting India’s relations with Nepal.
The experts will delve into how India can navigate relations with Nepal and
its lessons for our neighbourhood policy.

An Emerging BRICS Vision for the Global South

October 15, 2025

CRF, in collaboration with CUTS, is organising an event at IIC, New Delhi.
The roundtable will deliberate on BRICS+ priorities ahead of the 2026
Summit to be organised in India. The discussion will focus on technological
sovereignty, interoperable financial systems, critical minerals cooperation,
and inclusive connectivity frameworks among BRICS+ members.

Road from Baku to Belem: Pre-COP Analysis on

Advancing Climate Action

October 24, 2025

CRF is organising a Pre-COP Dialogue bringing together leading climate
experts, policymakers, and practitioners to foster insightful discussions on
key issues ahead of COP 30 in Belém, Brazil. With a focus on the Paris
Agreement’s implementation, climate finance, adaptation plans, and the
Global Stocktake, the Dialogue aims to shape informed perspectives.
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Interaction between the South African High
Commissioner Prof. Anil Sooklal and Mr. Shishir
Priyadarshi, President, CRF.

Dr. Debajit Palit chaired two sessions at the ICSSR-
sponsored National Seminar on “Solar Energy &
Sustainability for Tribal Communities,” organised by the
Manav Rachna Institute of Research & Studies, with CRF
as a seminar partner.

Dr. Debajit Palit delivered keynote address on India’s
Energy Transition at the valedictory session of the Energy
Conclave 2025 organised by the Economics Department
of Banaras Hindu University.

Mr. Deepak Amitabh, Dr. Debajit Palit and Dr. Cchavi
Vasisht met Mr. Santosh Jha, High Commissioner of
India to Sri Lanka, and discussed the evolving synergies
between India and Sri Lanka in recent decades.

Dr. Bidisha Bhattacharya represented CRF at a closed-

Dr. Bidisha Bhattacharya and Himani Agarwal had a fruitful

meeting with Devesh Deval (I.A.S), Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Food Processing. Discussion was focused on future
collaboration in research and event.

door roundtable hosted by the Asia Society Policy Institute
(ASPI). The conversation centered on a critical question

on how Asia can preserve and enhance the rules-based
trading system through plurilateral arrangements.
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Ayushi Saini participated and presented her paper in
the Graduate & Early Career Scholar Interdisciplinary
Workshop 2025 organised by Central Eurasian Studies
Society (CESS) at the History Department, The Ohio
State University.

Dr. Monish Tourangbam delivered a talk on, “Trump 2.0,
Volatile World and India-US Ties” at Amity Institute of
Defence and Strategic Studies, Amity University, Noida.

Hosted H.E. Ambassador Mr. Indra Mani Pandey,
Secretary General of The BIMSTEC Secretariat at CRF.

Hosted Mr. Ashwani Gupta, Director & CEO of Adani Ports
and SEZ at CRF

Dr. Cchavi Vasisht participated as one of the delegates
of the Indian team in the India-ASEAN Youth Summit
organised by India Foundation along with support
from the Ministry of External Affairs, India, The ASEAN
Secretariat, and Government of Goa.

www.crfindia.org

Dr. Monish Tourangbam has delivered an online lecture
on “Geopolitics in the Digital Era: Al, Diplomacy, and
Global Power Shifts” at the Centre for Research in
Social Sciences and Education (CeRSSE), Jain (Deemed-
to-be University).
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